The Danger of Treating God as an Emergency Service

Do We Seek God Himself, or Merely His Intervention?
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A subtle danger lies in a faith that remembers God only when life catches fire. We call upon Him when
the diagnosis arrives, when the money runs out, when relationships collapse, when the future becomes
uncertain—and there is no shame in crying to God in distress. Divine intervention is real, and the
Scriptures are filled with the testimony of a God who sees, hears and acts. "God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble" (Psalm 46:1), and Jesus Himself assures us, "I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee" (Hebrews 13:5). God does indeed meet His people at the point of their unique
circumstances, in His own wisdom, time and manner. Yet the deeper question remains: when the
emergency passes, do we still seek Him? There is a great difference between seeking God because we

need His hand, and seeking God because we desire His heart.

The Cross reveals that God's ultimate purpose was never merely to provide occasional rescue operations
for a troubled humanity. In Christ, God was reconciling His creation to Himself. The sacrifice of Jesus
tore through the separation caused by sin and opened the way back into communion with God. "For
Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God" (1 Peter
3:18). This is the heart of redemption: not simply that we may receive answers when we pray, but that we
may live in fellowship with the One who hears us. Jesus therefore says, "Abide in me, and I in you"
(John 15:4). An emergency may bring us to God's door, but abiding means making His presence our

home.

To remain connected with Jesus is not to live in a state of religious activity, but in a continual disposition
of the heart towards Him. We remain connected through prayer, the Scriptures, obedience, worship,
repentance and the quiet habit of bringing every ordinary moment into His presence. "Pray without
ceasing" (1 Thessalonians 5:17) does not mean we speak words every waking second; it means the soul
remains open to God. Even sleep need not break that relationship. The Psalmist says, "I will bless the
LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons" (Psalm 16:7), while
another psalm declares, "I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches"
(Psalm 63:6). A heart that has learned to dwell with Christ while awake may rest under His keeping while
asleep. "I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makest me dwell in safety"
(Psalm 4:8).

The great life application, therefore, is this: do not wait for the sirens before you turn to God. Seek Him
when the skies are clear, when the table is full, when the body is well and when life appears manageable.
Let prayer become more than an emergency number; let it become the atmosphere of your life. Then,

when the crisis comes—and it will come in one form or another—you will not have to search desperately



for a God you have neglected. You will discover that the God to whom you cry in the storm is the same
Christ with whom you have already been walking in the sunshine. Divine intervention will remain His
sovereign grace, but your security will rest in something deeper: not merely that God may come to your

rescue, but that through Jesus Christ, you are already living in His presence.
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