The Courage to Stand Up for the
Truth

A Bible Study on Standing for Truth

Reflections Family, Discipleship and the Christian Life
WhatsApp post, 9 January 2025

Galatians 2:11-16 (referenced)

Who was the troublemaker, Peter or Paul? If you have been part of a
congregation with various factions, you understand how confusing and
painful that experience can be. Unfortunately, the threat to Christian
unity has existed since the church's formation. Accepting a new
tradition, renouncing an old one, or modifying existing practices can all
contribute to disunity and factionalism within a church community.
While some differences are significant and deeply rooted, others may
involve more subtle boundaries. Regardless of the nature of these
divisions, they must be addressed directly. This may require strong
interpersonal skills and the blessing of a ministry focused on
reconciliation. The passage we are discussing serves as a typical

example of this situation.

In the early church, unity was crucial, yet it was often threatened by
cultural and doctrinal differences. One striking example of this is found
in Galatians 2:11-16, where Paul recounts a bold confrontation with
Peter in Antioch. This passage provides valuable insights into the
importance of standing up for the truth, even when it means
challenging respected leaders.

When Peter came to Antioch, Paul opposed him publicly because Peter
was clearly in the wrong. Peter had been eating with the Gentiles, fully
embracing the new covenant of grace. However, when certain men
came from James, Peter's behaviour changed. Out of fear of those who
belonged to the circumcision group, he began to withdraw and separate
himself from the Gentiles. This act of hypocrisy influenced other Jewish
believers, including Barnabas, to do the same.

Paul, recognising the gravity of the situation, did not hesitate to address
it directly. He saw that their actions were not in line with the truth of
the gospel. In front of them all, Paul confronted Peter, pointing out the
inconsistency in his behaviour. As a Jew who had embraced living like a
Gentile, Peter had no right to force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs.

The core of Paul's argument rested on the fundamental truth of the
gospel: that a person is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in
Jesus Christ. Paul emphasised that both Jews and Gentiles are justified
by faith, not by works of the law. This principle is central to the



Christian faith and underscores the importance of living out the truth of
the gospel consistently.

This passage serves as a powerful reminder that standing up for the
truth is essential, even when it means confronting influential figures.
Paul's boldness in addressing Peter's hypocrisy was not only a defence
of the gospel but also a call to integrity and consistency in the Christian
life. It challenges us to examine our own actions and ensure that they
align with the truth of the gospel.

In our lives today, we may face situations where the truth is
compromised, whether within our communities, workplaces, or even
within ourselves. Paul's example encourages us to have the courage to
stand up for what is right, to address hypocrisy, and to live out our faith
authentically. It is a call to embrace the transformative power of the
gospel and to ensure that our actions reflect its truth, no matter the
cost.
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